‘ December 2019
“ FRIENDS OF THE LEESBURG LIBRARY NEWSLETTER

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Visit us at:00 E. Main Stkeetsburg, Florida
Bookstore Hours: Monday- Saturday 10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
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Board of Directors

President Secretary
Jane R. Marston Fran Gawlinski
Vice-President Treasurer

Debra W. Dabney Lynette Stevens

Board Members

Kevin Beach Lori Koechlein
Karen Bryan Claudia Marshall
Debra W. Dabney Jane Marston
Fran Gawlinski Lynette Stevens
Berni Hebrock Ruth Ann Walters
Ouida Jones

Library Director:
Lucy Gangone

The mission of the Friends of the Leesburg Library, Inc. is to:
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Maintain an association of persons interested in Libraries.
Focus public attention on the library.
Stimulate the use of the library’s resources and services.

Receive and encourage gifts, endowments and bequests to the library.

Support and cooperate with the library in developing library services and
facilities for the community.

The Board meets on the second Tuesday during the months of September, November,

January, March and May and you are encouraged to join us.
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Message from Jane R. Marston, President of the Friends
2019 -2021

Can you believe another year is about to end?? Some people will be
sad to see 2019 end, others will be happy. | like the quote from a Dr.
Seuss book: “Don’t cry because it is over, smile because it happened!”
@ Alot did happen for The Friends in 2019 and most of it will bring a smile

to anyone’s face! We had a very good year, we have been blessed with
several new volunteers; our sales in the Bookstore have increased by over 12%; and, the
Board sponsored a wonderful Volunteer Appreciation event to honor and thank our hard
working and dedicated volunteers. The Board has big plans for 2020 as well!! We plan to
hold a fundraising event at the library in March, so save the date; March 20" ¢ for a
delicious and delightful night at the Librarngtarting in mid-January, tickets will be on sale
in the bookstore and at the front desk of the library. We are still in the planning stages, so
watch our website for updates on the event. Also, we certainly can use more volunteers to
help us with the event, as well as donations of new or ‘like’ new items for our silent auction
baskets we plan to have at the event. If you have a passion or skill that you think will be of
benefit to us, please feel free to give call me or text me at (860-823-0571), or email
(Janemarston49@yahoo.com); the Friends can always use the help! The Friends’ Board

consists of twelve members that are listed on the inside
cover of this newsletter. Our next meeting is on January 14
if you would like to sit in on the meeting. This past month
| was fortunate to spend a weekend on the ocean, at New
Smyrna Beach. We were able to watch the sun rise over
the ocean in the morning and at night, we crossed the road

to watch the sunset in Mary Bethune Beach Park. This
picture was taken of the sun setting in the park. | must
admit, | had never heard of Mary Bethune until we discovered this wonderful little park. It
is located between the Indian River and the Altantic Ocean, so you can watch Manatee’s
relaxing in the little cove during the cold winter months and due to the great fishing all year
long, you can watch the dolphins in the late afternoon or early evening while the sun sets
over the beach.
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President’s Message continued:

Mary Bethune was a powerhouse of an individual. She was an educator, a politician and a
social leader. She founded a college, advised Franklin Roosevelt on behalf of African
American women who wanted to join the military during World War 1l, and she was a friend
of Eleanor Roosevelt. Truly a remarkable individual, makes my visits to her park even more
meaningful.

Have a healthy and happy new year,

Jane R. Marston, President
Friends of the Leesburg Public Library
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http://friendslpl.org/

Message from the Barbara Morse Bookstore

The Bookstore continues to do very well in sales. Compared to last year, we are now 12.7
higher insales through November. We have noticed many new customers coming to the
store, thanks in part to our advertising sales on Facebook, Next Door Neighbor and in the
Li brary-milreleasek | vy e

The income from the Friends funds all the prograeid at the library, so we are very
grateful to all our volunteers and our customers for making this year such a spectacular
success!!

We plan on continuing our sales in 2020, be sure to read our Facebook page and the
Leesburg Li br ar ydJanuamwevee lplanyto facus an our pdapérizacks,
selling them at .25 each or 3 for .50 cents. Due to the generous donations by the public,
we have a very large supply of paperbacks!

Reminder Wednesday is our 50% discount day on books!

n www.facebook.com/FriendsoftheLibraryBookstore

N
Did you miss the Bookstore’s sales in November? Stay up to date by |

subscribing to the Leesburg Public Library Email newsletter. You can
subscribe by contacting the Library by phone {352-728-9790) or by

email:librarian@ leesburgflorida.pov.
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Focus on a Library Staff Member

Library staff assistant

Meet Lisa Olander.

Lisa is currently a Paifime Library Assistant at the
Leesburg Public Library. She staffs a service desk in
the Youth Department, creates and replenishes
——ee. T1ALENT1AIS diSplays in the Teen/Young Adult area and
assists with the collection maintenance of tlwaityg Adult/Teen materials.

Lisa joined the library staff earlier this year. Born in Kenya, she moved to
FIlorida 1.5 years ago to be near he
Columbia International University in South Carolina where she majored in
Psychol ogy and Bible, with a minor
in social work at the University of South Carolina. Prior to joining the library,
Lisa was a Licensed Master Social Worker, working as a therapist with teens
and kids in hospals and communities.

This past Thanksgiving holiday, Lisa made a
striking paper turkey out of pages in a bdok

see photoAlthough Lisa clearly loves art, her
other hobbies include wildlife and animal rescue,
sports and international travel.

Lisa owns a pet (rescued) parrot named Echo. It
is called a Sun Conure parrot, for a very good
reason! It looks like a sunset!
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Focus on a Bookstore Volunteer

Bookstore Volunteer ?b

Meet Lynette Stevens.

Lynette has been a member of the Board of The Friends
for 4 years and in addition to being Treasurer of the
Friends, she also volunteers in the Barbara Morse
Bookstore and along with the Executive Board of the Friends, shenages the
Bookstore. Bornn Ellsworth,Maine, Lynette moved to East Hartford, CT in

1952. She is a graduate of East Hampton, CT High School and the CT Business
School inMeriden, Ct. She retired in 2009 as an Asst Vice President of Insurance
Operations for RLI, an insurance compdmased in Peoria, lllinois.

Lynette loves to travel; she has been to Germany several times as well as to
France, Austria and Ireland. She traveled a great deal in the United-Statks
traveling from Alaska to Maine, as well as Canada. Lynette chtwveeesburg,
Florida in 2013 and joined the friends in 2015.

Lynette is not a book reader, but she loves interacting with our volunteers and
patrons in the bookstore. When she
time making beautiful decorai plated see picture for friends, family and for
the Friendds basket raffl es.
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Our staff consists solely of volunteers! The success of the Barbara
Morse Book store is due to their devotion and hard work.

48/ B,
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2019 Holiday Basket
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Dear Member,

Thank you for being a special supporter of one of Leesburg’s most valuable assets,
our public library.  Memberships, bookstore earnings, memorial bricks, and
memorial donations are the source of the Friends of the Leesburg Library’s income
which sponsor activities offered at the library.

Please remember to renew your membership for the upcoming year. The Friend’s
newsletter is e-mailed three times a year to keep you informed of upcoming
programs and meetings. The newsletter also provides updates concerning the
Barbara Morse Bookstore and future activities. Check out our webpage at
www.friendsLPL.org.

If you would like to become a volunteer in the bookstore, please stop in for an
application.

Again, thank you for making a difference with your contribution to the Friends of
the Leesburg Library, Inc. Your membership in the Friends is extremely important
and greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
The Membership Committee

Stay connected with the library! Visit the Leesburg Public Library website at http://leesburgflorida.gov/library
and or go to Facebook http://www.facebook.com/pages/Leesburg-FL/leesburg-Public-Library/132985626290

9|Page


http://www.friendslpl.org/
about:blank
about:blank

MEMBERSHIP APPOICN

2020 Membership in the Friends of the Leesburg Library
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S5 Student $10 Member $25 Reader $50 Editor $100 Novelist
$250 Author  $500 Publisher $750 Patron $1,000 + Benefactor

Make checks payable to the Friends of the Leesburg Library. Your membership is
tax deductible.

Mail to Leesburg Public Library Date:
100 E. Main Street, Leesburg, FL 34748

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone: Email:

Is this membership a gift? __ Yes From:

Leesburg Public Library (352) 7289790 www.leesburgflorida.gov/library

http://friendsLPL.org

I’i Friends Facebook page: Leesburg Library Bookstore
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at the Leesburg public |i

Save the date so you can
Celebrate with the Friends
March 20, 2020,
from 5:30pm to 7:30pm

We are hosting a fundraiser

orary

Please Join us for a

Delicious andDelightful Night a the Library

March 20, 2020 at the Leesburg Public Library, 100 E. Main St., Leesburg,

Library or in the Barbara Morse Bookstore.
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